study your chosen subject

reflect this sentence

the most about you
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the advice in this guide.
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What to do before
you fill in an application

We hope this guide has given you some idea about what to include in a successful UCAS personal
statement. Below is a checklist of what you should do before you start filling in your application: "

Write an honest list about what it is about you that makes you a suitable candidate to
Try to describe your character in one sentence. Your final personal statement should
Make a list of everything you have done in your life and select the activities that say
Research all the universities you are interested in to find out which has the best

course and also which will help you to develop the most personally

Write a practice personal statement and then check that you have included
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TELL THEM WHAT MAKES YOU... YOU...

A successful personal statement will be full of evidence of things you have taken part in and successfully achieved. These
things say a lot about you and your character. You should make a list of all the things you have done in your life, in school
and out of school, and then choose the ones that say the most about you to include in your personal statement.

These may include:

I Any bands you are a member of I Any clubs you are a member of
[ Being a sports captain or member of a sports team I Doing the Duke of Edinburgh Award
3 [ Being a buddy, reading partner or peer mentor I Any volunteering you have done
personal statement: [ Being a prefect, school captain or on the I Any trips in the UK or overseas you have
school council made — particularly on your own

Being a scout or quide Any projects you have managed

Any fundraising activities you have undertaken Being a member of a Debating societies

Any presentations you have made I Taking part in fundraising activities

Any plays you have performed in

Remember that your personal statement will be the basis for any interview you might have with a
university. You should therefore only tell the truth in your personal statement and only include things
you are comfortable talking about.

Talking about the things you have taken part in and your achievements is the best was to sell
yourself. Therefore you really want to make the most of them. So for example rather than
N just mentioning that you have ‘completed the Duke of Edinburgh Gold award’, you
\ should say ‘I have completed the Duke of Edinburgh Gold award, and this shows
I am a person with a good character as to gain the award | had to volunteer
for 12 months in a children’s home’.
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Show you are looking for a university that
will help you develop as a person

Universities will be impressed by applicants who are not just hoping to get a good degree but also looking to develop
themselves in other ways. They will be looking for people who will turn up for their lectures, revise hard and do well in

exams, but also people who will join their sports teams, take part in charitable and voluntary activities and play a full ‘
part in university life.

Here are a few things you could do at university that will help you develop personally.

Join RAG and undertake fundraising events for charities

Volunteer: Most universities have volunteering officers who can arrange opportunities for you in the local area. ‘
Join a sports team; universities usually cater for most sports and for people of all abilities

Join a music team; from classical to rock — most universities have an eclectic mix of music groups

Join a drama group

Join a society or group; there is bound to be a society or group for almost anything you are interested in. Some
universities have over 100 societies or groups!

Join the student union; help to run the university for students. Roles include entertainment, welfare etc.
Work on the student newspaper, radio or television or help develop the university website
Get involved in any competitions, awards or special projects that are especially for students

Attend special presentations, speeches, training events that are run for all students

Join a religious group - universities have student groups for people of most religions

Voo \ A\ A

Your Character
Is Important

n your UCAS application form you will have to write your GCSE and AS grades as well as your
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UNIVERSITY AND CHARACTER
THE UCAS APPLICATION PROCESS

If you are applying to study at any university in the UK you must complete a
UCAS application form, which includes writing a personal statement about
yourself. This personal statement is very important; it might be the one
opportunity you get to tell universities why you are the person they are looking
for. Your statement therefore has to be good. In fact it has to be really good as
it is the best opportunity you have to ‘sell” yourself. Some universities do not
interview candidates for some of their courses, so the personal statement is
your big opportunity to tell them what makes you special and different.
It is your chance to tell them what it is about your character that
makes you right for the course you hope to study.

\ predicted A-level grades. These grades are an easy way for universities to judge how academic you

re, but your grades don’t say much more than that.

‘ \ Universities are looking to recruit people who have good grades but they are also looking for

AN

people who have the character to be successful students. Many students drop out of
university before completing their courses, which is not good for anyone. Therefore
universities are looking for people who have the character to complete their course.
They want people who have the courage and determination to stick at it even
when things are tough.

In your personal statement you need to demonstrate that you are this type
\ of person; that you will make a success of any place you are offered
: at university.

This guide is essential reading if you want to get into a
university as it will help you write a ‘winning’ personal
statement. It will show you how to make your
personal statement stand out from the crowd.
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