Teacher Notes

This is a primary school programme for nine to thirteen year olds in Church Primary and Junior Church Secondary schools. It helps pupils to research the lives of certain Christian figures in order to grow, change and respond positively to opportunities, challenges and responsibilities in life as well as encouraging pupils to reflect and develop their own virtues. This project enables pupils to reflect on Christian virtues such as justice, restraint, temperance, courage, fortitude, faith, hope, love and charity.  Pupils complete a specially designed booklet template with a personal reflection section. This is designed to help pupils build their character and virtues by looking at examples of influential Christian figures. 
Guidance Notes
The first page that the children are directed to is the, ‘What is..?’ page. In this section the children are introduced to the definition of the word ‘virtue’ as well as the virtues that the children are asked to focus on (justice, restraint, temperance, courage, fortitude, faith, hope, love and charity). An explanation of each virtue, in the form of a table, followed by each virtue in a sentence in order to aid childrens’ understanding. 
Before the children begin to complete their booklet it is very important that they read and on the whole understand the ‘What is..?’ page. The children are also given step by step instructions on how to complete their four page booklet.
Christian Men and Women  

This section begins by considering what is meant by a ‘Good Christian’. The word ‘Saint’ is explained and how it is decided who becomes a Saint. Finally the word ‘Martyr’ is defined.
There is a wide range of Christian figures for children to research. All the pages are set out in a similar fashion in order to aid navigation around the website. Clicking on each page produces a picture of the person, which can be used to illustrate the booklet later, and biographical details. This is followed by the virtues that each figure displayed throughout their lives. 
The main idea is that the pupils should try to match a Christian figure to a virtue which they would like to achieve for themselves.

Writing up the Booklet 
The booklet is a normal MS Word document which the pupils will be familiar with. We have not made the template highly structured; supplying only the necessary headings to show what goes where. The spaces provided are flexible so that pupils can include as much content in the way of text and pictures as they wish.

The Booklet is set out with spaces for three Christian Figures and pupils are asked to complete a short section on why they have chosen each figure and the virtues that each figure displayed throughout their lives. The last section for each Christian figure asks the children to reflect how this person could influence their own lives in terms of virtues. The last box asks children to either draw an illustration of the Christian figure or an object which represents the person. Space has been provided on each page to complete any other research or personal reflections or appropriate decorations that children much wish to add. The amount of content and the depth of the analysis will depend on the circumstances of the pupils which only the Teacher will be in a position to judge. When children have completed their booklets there is  a checklist for the children to refer to in order to ensure they have successfully included all the relevant information and reflections.

The booklet may either be filled in manually (i.e. traditionally handwritten), saved as a word document and the children either cut and paste or type up research found or completed live on line.  As well as Religious Education other curriculum subjects which will be addressed will most notably be Literacy, ICT, Citizenship, History and PSHE.
