Teachers’ Notes
The Virtues
Given that analysis of the virtues can become rather abstract and theoretical, it is intended that the writing on the virtues should be used to help inform teachers about what is distinctive in the Christian notion of ‘virtue’.  Teachers are then free to communicate this in whatever way they deem to be appropriate and suited to the ability and interests of the learners.  This could take the form of a spider diagram, a class discussion or a short summary.  It is also suggested that one begins to talk about ‘virtues of character’ after some analysis of the inspiring lives.  This will ground the more theoretical and abstract levels of discussion, which may be more suited to the philosophically inclined learners.  Having studied some of the inspiring Christian lives first, it may then be beneficial to discuss what is so attractive (or confusing) about them.
Inspiring Christian Lives

The short pieces of writing are not intended as exhaustive biographies on each individual.  What many of them aim to do is to juxtapose the life of an inspiring Christian life with a non Christian life and/or a non Christian culture.  The twentieth century Christians are particularly relevant in this context.  Examples such as Maximilian Kolbe, Dorothy Day, Thomas Merton, and Gianna Molla present major challenges to some twentieth century worldviews.  Indeed, examples such as Kolbe’s can be used to juxtapose his life with the life of Deputy Camp Commander Fritzsch: this could then lead to profitable discussion and reflection on which lives or worldviews are more attractive and why; it can also show up what happens when worldviews collide.  

Again, each of the inspiring lives comes with a reflection task or series of tasks: these are intended merely as suggestions.  There is enough text to be creative and adapt it to suit individual purpose.  Teachers may wish to talk about the context of a particular life, deal with some vocabulary issues in the text and then ask students to present some ideas about them.  There is plenty of scope here for further research and reading.

It is not intended that all students what do all tasks.  One approach, could, for instance, be to divide the class into groups with an inspiring life for each group.  They could use the tasks as a focal point for their research and reflection on this life.  The students could then add their findings to a whole class task sheet, allowing the whole class (or classes) to collaborate in building up a picture of what Christians understand by ‘good’ character.  This would lend itself well to an ICT task, with the students building a class ‘wiki’, or by e-mailing their responses to the teacher, allowing the teacher to cut and paste the responses on a master document, ultimately accessible to all students.  

Flexibility and adaptability in how the material is used is the aim of the resource.

Fundamentally, the whole project also aims to raise questions about what it is to be fully human: for Christians, of course, the claim is to manifest Christ living within us . . . and, how this might compare with secular notions about what the ‘good life’ consists in.
