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Task Sheet 1
Written Tasks from the ‘Inspiring Christian Lives’ section.
You will find other tasks on the ‘Virtues of Character’ pages. Space for your answers is provided in Task Sheet 2
Your details
Name…
Class…
School…
St John
List ways in which the ‘darkness’ could not overcome the ‘light’
Thomas Aquinas

What did Thomas Aquinas have to say about Christian faith?  Find 3 things from his life.
If you have faith, what reason would you give for it?  If you do not share the Christian faith, what reason would you give for this?  In both cases, how can you be sure that your reasons are good ones?

Martin de Porres

Reflect on ways in which you deal with those who challenge you.  You need never ‘give in’ to them, or be pushed about by them, but how do you stand up to them with peace and integrity?

Charles Foucauld

What impact did opening up to God have on the life of Charles Foucauld?  How has his change of heart lived on today and what fruits has it borne?

Theresa of Lisieux
Look at the life of Theresa of Lisieux.  In what ways does her life challenge the view that faith is simply for the childish?  (Clue – what is the difference between natural childishness and spiritual childhood?)  In particular, compare her life with the life of Nietzsche above.  They lived about the same time.  

Mary at Fatima, Portugal, 1917

What is a miracle?  Is it reasonable to say that coincidence has its limits (i.e., that after a certain point one must suspect that things have been set up or fixed by someone)?

Write down 3 remarkable facts about the Fatima apparitions.  On what basis would you accept these?  On what basis would you reject them?

Now, research the story on your own and evaluate it.

St Paul

What did Paul suffer for the Christian faith?  How does his life reveal the virtue of hope?

Franz Jagerstatter

In an age of total war, where non-combatant civilians are killed, where weapons exist that can wipe whole continents off the face of the earth, what should the attitude of Christians be to war?  What does the life of Franz Jagerstatter say about this?  What are the marks of a ‘true Christian’?

Gianna Molla

What is a Christian martyr?  What characteristic virtues do they display?  

List ways in which the above individuals stuck to their principles in the face of adversity.  What did it cost them?

What challenges do they pose to us, particularly in the example of Gianna Molla?

Compare and contrast the lives of Miguel Pro and Maximilian Kolbe with the lives of those who ordered their deaths.  Whose way of life was more truthful and just?  What made it so?  How do you know?

List ways in which Christians in this on this website lived out the call to seek the good of others?  What did they give up to do so?

Catherine of Siena

Research some famous prayers of Catherine of Siena.

Find out how she helped a convicted criminal, sentenced to death
John Newton

What is ‘grace’?  What is so ‘amazing’ about it?

William Wilberforce

Compare and contrast the lives of Montesinos and Wilberforce, and Las Casas and John Newton.  Be prepared to give a presentation on their lives.

Watch ‘Amazing Grace’.
Elizabeth Fry

Find out more about conditions in prisons before Elizabeth Fry highlighted the problem of them.

List the obstacles that Elizabeth Fry had to overcome in order to improve conditions for prisoners.

What did she improve?

Should prisoners be kept in sub-humane conditions?  Why?  Why not?
Florence Nightingale

List ways in which Florence Nightingale is inspiring as a Christian figure.

Pier Giorgio Frassati
What are the beatitudes?  List ways in which Pier Giorgio’s life showed forth the beatitudes.  You may wish to use the internet to help.

Dorothy Day

What do you find so inspiring and so challenging about Dorothy Day’s life?

John Paul II

What does the life of John Paul II teach us about the power of forgiveness?

John Bradburne
Find out what was alleged to have happened at John Bradburne’s funeral.  Compare and contrast his life with the life of St Francis of Assisi.

Mother Teresa

In groups, find out about:

A. Her childhood.

B. How and why she became a missionary nun.

C. In what ways might you be called to do things that challenge you?

Anthony Montesinos, Las Casas and Luis Barbastro

Go onto the internet and find out 3 more things about each of the above inspiring lives.

Who do we treat as being ‘less than human’ or ‘non-persons’ today?

Is slavery still with us today in more subtle forms?  How might slavery have changed in its nature – who are forced to sell their bodies today?  Do some research on this.

Research the life of Josephine Bakhita, a freed slave.

